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Apna Ghar Economic Empowerment Project

$SDUQD <6HHI)G BQ@@&dLtive Director of Apna

Ghar. Aparna comes from a very socially active famiith

deep roots in social causes in Bengal. She holBs ®., in
Communication and Linguistics. For over 20 yearaiya has
worked in the private and public sectors collabogatwith

many human services agencies and spearheading laenw
intergovernmental projects. In her four year tenateApna
Ghar, she has increased the agency’s budget byerdncing
the agency’s services and bringing in many new namog

environments with local employers, women further
sharpen their skills, continue exploring options gain
confidence.
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collective of community activists, advocates anddamics
that seek to address economic justice issues hljtdtng
programs and processes that enable and support rwome
color, particularly survivors of gender-based vime, while
acknowledging participants’ cultural diversity and

including the Economic Empowerment Program. Aparnaindividuals’ context. Working with community based

strongly believes in the economic empowerment amantial
independence of women without which eliminating estit
violence will be an utopia. She was invited lastrdfato
participate in a Congressional briefing in the @alill to talk
about the lack of access to health and Socio-Ecanprstice
for South Asian women.
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is6 ZhHdsk\Milant professor at the

organizations and grassroots women's groups in agbic
WEJ develops, implementsand evaluates economic
development opportunities that potentially leadwomen’s
financial independence.
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mission to improve the financial lives of low-wéalt
individuals. Program participants commit to savenmpoand

Department of Urban & Regional Planning at U of | earn at least $1 for every $1 they saved. FundingHese

Champaign—Urbana. Most of her research focusesalyzng

transnational economic development policies andt tpender

ramification, particularly for women of color, sivers of

violence, and victims of violence. Her research Rossia,

Mexico and the United States comparatively studibe

complicated relationships between gender, culturace,

violence, economic opportunities and workforce dewment.

Ms. Sweets is currently working with a coalitionwémen in

Chicago to examine the inter-connectedness of en@mno
development and Latina domestic violence surviwsedtbeing.

She is also conducting research on the legal aceess
economic development opportunities for domesticlevioe

survivors in rural lllinois.

Individual Development Accounts (IDA'S) is providday
federal government programs, participating financia
institutions, businesses and individuals. Matchexhey can
be used to buy a home, start a business or forgeasindary
education.
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For more than 20 years has offered assistanceot® ttvho
want to start or improve their own businesses. piueess
involves assisting clients in determining the Migpiof a
product or service - is it a good business oppdstuior
you? This is done by investigating an idea and ldgieg a
BUSINESS PLAN to answer that question. It offersesal
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Funded in 1990, Apna Ghar works primarily with tBeuth
Asian communities to eradicate violence in womdives by
providing safety, a sense of self-sufficiency amdf-defined
well being to survivors. With this vision in minrdpna Ghar
created its Economic Empowerment Project, in 200Hdis
innovative project is designed to support womengaining
economic independence by providing training in aweas: The
SEW (Sewing Empowers Women) Project provides ppeits
with the necessary skills to create unique inddfeen
merchandise, which is later sold to continue sujipprthe
project. And the Retail Merchandising Project, whiequips
survivors with the skills required to manage aifettmre. Both
of these training programs provide a stipend dutireylength
of the training. Thenin carefully selected, supportive work

Th¥va plan, any or all diigh may
be selected by the client: topical workshops, easand
individual counseling. Their offices are located Uiptown
and Engelwood
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1985, bridges community and market needs through adult
education classes, job training programs, economic
development services, and real estate initiatives to ensure that
lower-income working adults achieve self-sufficiency and do
not live in poverty. Its work helps to strengthen the local
economy through the growth of neighborhood businesses. As
a result of these efforts, JARC continues to receive regional
and national recognition as a best practice model for
community and economic development.

Note: Throughout the day participants will
have the opportunity to sample beautiful and
practical items from Apna Ghar Economic
Empowerment Project and the Women for
Economic Justice Initiative



%

# $

#&( &) (+H(*(+ ('8

Continuing Education Units (CEUs) - Add $10
For LCSWs, LSWs & LCPC (not for CADC) ICDVP CEUsa&
free.
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] $60 Training Fee

$40 Network Member Training Fee
O For paid Network members only.

Payment or proof of check requisition is due attiof
registration . We can not hold your space withbigt!
There is a $10 cancellation fee after registratieadline.
There will be no refunds after the start of tharting.

All registrants are required to pay for the spdsy thave
reserved even if they do not attend traning.

Dates and Times
Thursday, February 28, 2008
9:00am Registration
Training begins promptly at 9:30am and
runs until 5:00 pm
Lunch is not included

Location_
University of Illinois
Students Center West

828 S. Wolcott, Recovery Room
Chicago, lllinois

Reqistration deadline
Thursday, February 21, 2008

SPACE IS LIMITED

Continuing Education Credits (CEUs )
Six (6) clock hours awarded by the Chicago
Metropolitan Battered Women'’s Network, a registered continuing
education sponsor for Social Workers & Licensed Counselors
(LCSW, LSW, LCPC, not CADC) by the lllinois Department of
Professional Regulation. Provider License # 159-000776. $5
fee. ICDVP CEU'’s are free.

My signature indicates understanding of the
payment policyRegistrations must be signed

Make check payable to: Battered Women’s Network
Mail registration with payment to Battered Women’s
Network, 203 N. Wabash, Suite 2323,

Chicago, IL 60601, or fax with proof of check

lllinois Department of Human Services
lllinois Criminal Justice Information Authority
Attorney General’'s Office
Polk Bros. Foundation

This project was supported in part by Grant #08-1945, awarded by the Office for
Victims of Crime, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice, through the
lllinois Criminal Justice Information Authority; and Grant # 2007-VA-GC-0020 awarded
by the lllinois Violent Crime Victim Assistance Program, administered by the lllinois
Attorney General. Points of view or opinions contained within this document are those
of the author and do not necessarily represent the official position of policies of the
U.S. Department of Justice, the lllinois Criminal Justice Information Authority, the
lllinois Attorney General or the Violent Crime Victim Assistance Program.
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